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The West Caribbean Ocellated Geckolet, Sphaerodactylus argus Gosse, is a small, diurnally active gecko with a wide 
distribution in the Western Caribbean. It occurs on Jamaica, Cuba, the Bahamas (introduced on Bimini and New 
Providence islands), the Corn Islands of Nicaragua, Key West and Stock Island of Florida (USA), and in the Bocas del 
Toro region of Panama and the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico (Harris & Kluge 1984; Schwartz & Henderson 1991; 
Uetz et al. 2020). Thomas (1975) noted the difficulty in distinguishing native from introduced populations of the 
species. In Colombia, this species is known only from San Andres Island (Dunn & Saxe 1950; Tamsitt & Valdivieso 
1963; Valdivieso & Tamsitt 1963; Ayala 1986; McNish 2011; Caicedo-Portilla 2014). The elevational range of S. argus 
is 0–600 m (Thomas 1975).
	 During the revision of the reptile collection at the Natural History Museum C. J. Marinkelle (ANDES-R), 
I found two specimens of S. argus from Old Providence Island (ANDES-R-614: 13.333716, -81.375659; 30 m; AN-
DES-R-1403: 13.340274, -81.369961; 103 m; Figs. 1B & 1D), Insular Department, Colombia. These records expand 
the known range of this lizard about 90 straight-line km northeast of the nearest previously documented locality 
on San Andres Island in the same Colombian department (Fig. 1A). Additionally, I discovered two specimens of S. 
argus from San Andres Island (ANDES-R-610–611: 12.536490, -81.711532; 29 m; Figs. 1A & 1C) that represent the 
southernmost known locality for the species on this island.
	 These specimens provide the first evidence of S. argus on Old Providence Island and represent the north-
ernmost localities of the species in Colombian territory. Previous visits by herpetologists to the Archipelago of San 
Andres, Old Providence, and Santa Catalina failed to record any species of Sphaerodactylus from Old Providence 
Island. Therefore, the colonization of Old Providence by S. argus probably occurred in recent years. Some individu-
als might have arrived on the island by rafting on flotsam from another Caribbean island where this species occurs 
but were more likely dispersed by incidental human activity (Hoogmoed & Avila-Pires 2015), with the latter scenar-
io a possible consequence of frequent movement of people and goods between San Andres and Old Providence 
islands (McNish 2011; Dunn & Saxe 1950). This species is listed as being of Least Concern (LC) on the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species (Caicedo et al. 2017) but its conservation status in Colombia has not been assessed. Demo-
graphic studies are needed to evaluate the current population trends of the species on both Colombian islands.
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Figure 1. Distribution of Sphaerodactylus argus in the Colombian Caribbean. (A) San Andres island; circles mark previously known records 
(see references in text) and the red triangle indicates the new southernmost record on the island. (B) Old Providence Island; yellow triangles 
mark the first records from the island. (C) New specimens from San Andres (ANDES-R-610–611). (D) First specimens from Old Providence (AN-

DES-R-614, 1403). Scale bar in photos, 5 mm. Photos courtesy of Alejandro Corrales-García.  
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